
The Theological Status of Heliocentrism

October 1997

by

J. S. Daly

Britons Catholic Library, Killanne, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford, Ireland



Contents

Chapter   1 Background .................................................................................. 1
Chapter   2 Documents and Facts Bearing Upon the Church’s Attitude

to Heliocentrism........................................................................... 4
Chapter   3 Different Interpretations of the Implications

of the Foregoing Data .................................................................11
Chapter   4 Principal Arguments in Favour of the Infallibility

of the Condemnation of Heliocentrism.......................................16
Chapter   5 Principal Arguments Against the Infallibility

of the Condemnation of Heliocentrism.......................................23
Chapter   6 Interim Conclusion......................................................................30
Chapter   7 The Argument that Heliocentrism Was Declared

to Be Heretical in a Special Sense ..............................................33
Chapter   8 Evaluation of the Theological Status of the

Condemnations of Heliocentrism ...............................................37
Chapter   9 Binding Force of Non-Infallible Decrees ...................................38
Chapter 10 Theological Qualification of Heliocentricity

in the Past and Present ................................................................47
Chapter 11 Can It Ever Be Lawful to Suspend Interior Assent to

the Doctrinal Content of Congregational Decrees? ....................51
Chapter 12 The Correct Catholic Attitude to Heliocentricity Today ............54
Chapter 13 Retractions ..................................................................................57

Appendix   I The 1633 Condemnation and Abjuration of Galileo...................59
Appendix  II The Condemnation of Louvain Traditionalism...........................63
Appendix III The Church’s Theological Notes or Qualifications ....................68


	Britons Catholic Library, Killanne, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford, Ireland

